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|
Mrs. Willlam K. Vanderbilt Re- [
ported to Have Given Asso- ;
ciation 8500,000. .

NELP IN CHILDREN'S COURT '
More Members Needed Because |
Work Is Done by Personal
Effort and fnfluence. :

H are the Blig Slsters, nnd:

|

what they do, is a ques-
tlon whlch many persons
were stirred to ask by the
racent report that Mra, Willlam K. |
Vanderblit had glven a  half mliilion |
dollars to  the assoclation, A par- |

tlal anewer to the question is anppl‘ml;r--—-

by the fuct that upon {its publication!

Mre. Vandorbilt expressed her regret| MeAt to an institution at her etage

At the circalation of such a report on| Would probably tend to amgravate con-

the ground that it might have the ef-| d1tions, rather than make for better-
& groun ; g tlons

foot of deterring othera from m:nl;im.'l‘m””'

Fifts to the Big Sisters and from glyv- | "l agres with you'" assents the Judge,
Inie ¥ movement their actlve personal | MAKINE a note of fh"“f”-"'l“!'!!‘nn of the
asslstance, which {8 one kind of help €08® Acrosa the complaint. “It will ba
1 merks to enllst. A fuller answer to! Well for her if she consents to accept the
tha question I8 given by an account of | L riunity you are offering her to be a
the work and aims of the Big Sisters, | 00d ®irl. 1 wish you success In ac-
Thus: "nml'rf_"hml! good results in her (:.unp_
“A complaint by the soclety,” calls Tl'lﬂ.l:-l‘l Is committed to your care.”

the clork as he lava the papers befors | x"f" case.” criea the clerk, n.nd the
Justies Mayo, sitting In the Children's | ®'F1 8teps down, her custodlan's arm
Court. ‘The mantle of black accentuates ;"“‘l about her shoulders as they pass
the silvering hair of this childwise, | PeYONd the rail,

patlent judge, on whose fatherly face
a confidenca begeiting smile plays trl-
umphantly against tha old famlliar
court frown, and In whose kindly eves
may ba read a promise of prudent
mercy,

tllce Mayvo In a whispered aside to &
frlend, “and «o she would not fall ton
the cara of any of the varlous homes
of Catholle or Hebrew charity, both
of which ara constantly represented
In this court”
Comes a movement after the pause, 4 4
and out from the dens=e gathering nl'fkn,,",\sj‘;:zi':::,..l.m.'\f, .sh' RSN Worth
youthful delinquents awalting their “Th .‘ il v i "
turn advances 4 woman probation offi- 1at is Mrs Madeline W. Evans,
eer. With her {s a g#irl, who In appear- | FePlies the Justice
Ance seems not above 13 vears, but |1AFY of the soclety known as the BIg
whose recowd glves her age as 15, Heavy | SIstera.  Thelr
of tread &he climbs the sieps to the |!DCorporated untll a short time ago, al-

rough worn “Stage of Tears” befora the |though  as  Individuals  thelr iood
bar Her head is bare, her halr df- | Samarliian influence has been felt in
shevelled, and across her pinched face a |this court for several yvears
straving wisp falls unkempt, unheeded “It le within their province to care |
For a s« nd she lifts her head and | for the unfortnnate Protestant girla
glances furtively &t the Judee; then| Who come Lefora the court. and wha |
drops her eves, (ndifferent, her fiagers offor some promiszs of reclamation. And
clasped, lmimobils i‘ belleve that the majority of thesa
“Good morning, Dorothy Having | RIrls, with proper encouragement and
dscovered her nume In the title of 111-‘""“'!9".\11- & moral. mental and muteria!
papers, the Justice greets her in a tone ! may be redesmed to society. The up- |
of assurance and encouragement, Than | Ifting Influence of the RBlg Sisters line

already proved a great blessing to girls
of this clasa »

“They ara gradually extending thelr
fleld of humanitarian endeavor and are
certaln to accomplish as great good
among wavward girls a= tha Bl Broth-
ers have achieved In the last elght
vears among unfortunate and unruly
boys, Thers wae pressing need of such
A soclety as the Blg Sisters to care for
the Interests of the Protestant glrls
brought befora this court, and they
are meeting that need 'n a eplendid
wayv" g

“Although the Big Slsters wera only
recently Incorporated.”
Evans when finallly sha consented o
talk of tha movement., “a concerted
movement for the rellef and rescus of
thesa unfortunate girls has been
quletly carried onby the soclety, as in-
dividuals, for about a vear. The results
wera g0 unlformly satisfactory that
thosa Interested were encouraged to
combine in an
similar to the Blz Brothers movement,
fnaucurated by Ernest K. Coulter, fn
many yvears clerk of tha Children's
Court. Our
Jwr-furmn!:-n. however, ls
{along much different linas,

conducted

iam K
l Evans

Vanderhilt," eontinued Mra,
ganization of the Big Sisters,
| studying the condltions prevalllng in
{most  of the cases of voung glirls
brought befors
| #he was among the first ‘1o Interest her.
self personally in behalf of ‘hesa un-
AN OCCASIONAL MOTOR TRIP. | fofiunates

‘During her two vears of preliminary
ha notea the |Investigations ghe reached the conclu-

unfolding the document

burden of the complaint. Thersa is a slon that it was a work which could
striking change In his expression as he best he dona in an individual way
agaln looks across the bar to the girl rather than by a soclety as such. Bhe

standing sullen and silent before him.  had proved beyond doubt that the per-
“It grieves me very much, Dorothy, sonal equation is the most important

to g¢e you here again” There Is mors of factor In sccomplishing the

regret than reproof in the qulet, even | purpose, that of helping those too weak

tones In moral etamina to help themselves
“And #hes {1 on parols now, your or those in the great majority, who are

Honor," {nterposes tha probation ofcer | victims of thelr environment.

at her sibde, “Her mother complains that!  “In keeping with her idea of 1n-

she can do nothing more with her. Sha dIvidualism in the undertaking she en- |

{s wayward In spite of kindly treatment i”ﬂl“'l the rervices of her two slsters,
at home, This time she was out all Mrs. T.C. Havemeyer and Mrs. 8tephen
night for three nights in succession; |[H. Olin, and later a number of her

“Thls girl {s a Protestant,” says Ju!-;

“She s the secre-|

organization was not|

explained Mrs |

organization somewhat |

plan of reclamation and|

“Credit {s directlv dus to Mra, Wiil-

“for the i{nception and tha nr-;
After

the Chlldren’'s Court |

and she will not give an account of her- | friends joined her, The names of all
of thess ploneers in the little girl's
welfara cause are among the {Incor-
porators of tha present day organiza-
tion."

Mra, Willlam K. Vanderhiit is the
president of the Hig Sisters organlza-
tlon. Mrs. Willard Parker, Jr., I8 the
treasurer. Mra, Willard D. Btralght,
Mra. Willam May Wright and Mrs.
Lewis 8. Morris are the members of
the executive commlitiee, and Mr
Madeline W. Fvans, as secretary, s the
personal representative of the soclety
at the bar of the Children's Court.
Whilethere were only about fifty original
imembers of the Big Blsters the work
‘has had such a compelling appeal to
{thoss who have become acqualnted
jWwith 1t that at present there area more
than one hundred active members.

Mrs. Evans declares, howaver, that
(there 1s a real and pressing need at
\this moment for at least three hundred
'memhern. The soclety solicits and wlll
|welcome to membership such women
as are qualified for and Interested in
the work. The offices of the Blg
.Bisters are at 200 Fifth avenue, where
|the records show that many of the
members are looking after and caring
for three and four girls each, although
it was originally Intended to place
jonly one or at most two girls In charge
of each Big Sister.

Even though there were enough
actlve members to reduce this appor-
tlonment of girls to one each it would
atlll be desirable to have a walting st
of at least two hundred and preferably
three hundred. Now that the move-
{ment 18 well under way and its value
has been thoroughly established the de-
mands upon the soclely are not met
with an adequate increase In member-
ship. The Blg Sisters are mostly
women of wealth and soclally promi-
nent, The hope I8 expressed that when
others learn the need of new recrults
to carry on this cause they will come
forward and volunteer thelr services,

Under the present system the inter-
oota.of the Protestant girls brought be-

self”

“And God only knowws whers you
were, or what you wera dolng those
three nights!"” The Judge looked

asarchingly Inte her stolld face; she re-
turna his look uncompromising.

“I am sorry for you, Dorothy."
firm linea that settla about the Judge's
evesa In no way conceal the plty ha feels,
“You wera glven a chanca to go homa
and ba good, my girl. But you would
not stay home as you should, and it
seamn you will not ba good.

“I would a milllon times rather send
you home than to an institution.” Ha
{8 leaning far over the bar now, intently
studying her face, “"Home is where you
and every other young girl should be,
and particularly at night. But your
mother says she cannot keep you there.
An institutional life might teach you
more of the things you should not know
and of which you probably already know
too much., Your case and every similar
one is distressing. .

“Please, your Honor, we will take
care of this girl"
cheer in the volce and it sounds a defi-

nite promise of sisterly oversight snd!
The Justice with pleased |

protection,
expreasion turns to find in the place
of the probatlon officer a tall, trim
young woman, her faca llghted with a
smlle. For the firat time the girl ia
diverted from her attitude of indiffer-
ence. Bhe, too, turne to the new speaker
beslde her, inquiry and awakened in-
terest in her flushed face,

“Good morning, Mra, Evans! I am
«&1ad you are here” There Is a tone of
rellef in the Judge's greeting, “Do I
understiand that you will assume charge
of this girl and that you will take her
te the home of your society out at Little
Neck, Long Island?"

“Yes, your Honor, we will,” and still
emiling, she lays her arm assuringly
about the shoulders of the unfortunate,
“It will tax our accommodations, but
it meem= the hest thing that can be done
€or s glil and her family, Commlite

The |

There 18 a note of |

|

TR

!

PLEASE YOUR HONOR, WE W

fora the Children's ‘ourt are
after by Mrs, Edwards. She is in court
revery day that a prospective charge (s

to be arraigned, Keeping in daily touch
with such cases through the Children's

| BOCiety

When the case is one of destitution
the financial aid of the society (s ex-
tended,  One of the purposes of tie
gociety being 1o help those who are
able to help themselves, emplovment is
found for those old enough o work,
| preferably in some good home If the
fcate is one of (Il treatment by parents

an effort iz made to place the girl with
eome good family that will treat her
more or less one of fts members
It is is a case of juvenile delingquency

us

one of the Hig Sisters looks after the
Eirl in her own home, where she {2
visited at frequent intervals Hooks

are furnished her o read, sultabile work
is provided for her to do and now and
again she (8 taken by the RBig Sister

to sce some good play or other enter
tainment, varied by an occasional motor
trip through the parks to the country

or the scashore In fact every effort
18 made to give her@ABOUrAZement 1o
keep on her good behavior,

In the case of the wavward girl gone

wrong, and a regrettable number are
of thia nature, different methods are
adopted.  Where it seems ndvisabile, es-

pecially in instances of first offenders,
the girl 1= paroled to her home under
the care of her parents, the oversight
tof the probation officer and the guard-

| lanship of the Big Sister assigned to |

{ look after her welfure
Since the majority of these cuses,
however, are found to be the direct re-
| Bult of home environments, this method
18 not always practicable,
| parenta are able and willing to coop-
| erate with the Big Sister, the girl gen-

original |

VISITING HER IN HER HOME.,

erally finds her way back to the bar
of the hildren's Court, charged with
a second offence. In the greater num-
ber of instances it has been found best
to remove the girl from her home sur-
roundings for a time at least.

To provide a comfortable home for
such girls during their detention by the
society Mrs, Vanderbilt gave a cottage
at Little Neck, I.. 1., which was com-
pletely furnished by Thatcher Adams,
But this cottage was entirely destroyed
by fire last August and until some one
shall donute another bullding a tems
porary home s being provided at n
house in the neighborhood, Here the
girls are taught to keep house, Lo cook,

|
loaked |

Unless the  very often becoma known in cne way or

I'her, ostracize her and say all manner
| of bitter, insulting things to her, be-
| causa of the fact

|

'as in Florida they buy little alligators;

s hovs and girle of her own age, and that

“Then It 1" according to a state-
ment made by one of the Big Slsters,
' “that the little glrls of her SBunday

‘Q.urrell leas thanwixteen inches in length,

29, 1012,

THE SUN, SUNDAY, DECEMBER

ILL TAKE CARE OF THIS GIRL.

to wash and fron, to knit and sew, while
surrounded by a healthful atmosphere
pand provided with clean, girlish amuse-
| Inents

The glrle taken to the home are Kept
thus secluded for two weeks or longer,
principally to get them away from their

ulid assoclates and environments, and to UI‘I"IH"'.\' Altogether
Keep them free from the temptations 3 : e v

ol the ity Where the girl has respect. -‘ll!“d l " i" Tr.‘ lng to ‘ om-
able parents and a good home, the pur- pt‘PIII‘IId the Calculation,

pose s more to keep her out of sight i s

until her parepts can move to a differ-

enl and preferably, a distant locality, HE birth of the new vyear, as
where no one Is acquainted with her New Yorkers are well aware, is

misfurtune, when she can go to her new
home without the fear of being taunted
v oher oid assoclates

Here again, when she fs returned
her new home and enters her new
indings, the Rig Slaters still re-

asg her guardian. The alm now
Is to protect her agalnst temptation.
It 1« ar thi=s point that the Blig Sisters
find thelr most responsible

trust and
meet the greatest difficultics, .

1t Is a part of the dutles of the Blg
Sleter in charge of gucn a girl to se~
1 she assoclates with cleanminded

[

¢r general
ahle

surroundings are mccept-
The Riz Sister keepa close watch
ver her in her school, soclal and home
life. At the proper tlmne the iirl ia
taken by the Big Sister to her church
and placed In a Sunday school class.
And just hers quite often she mests
her greatest handicap, Although the
girl s cautioned not to talk of her past
or to divulge the clrcumstances that
brought her within the guardianshlp of
the Bl Sisters, nevertheless the facts

anather,

school class will turn up thelr noses at

that she has been
befora the Children's Court,”

DROVE OF SEAHORSES.

Tha Aquarium recelved 104 seahorses
from three to five {nches in length in &
sinele 1ot lately from Atlantie Clity, where
they wera gathered from the leading nets
of pound neis thera set up

Fhege leade, as they are called, are
stngle lines of netting set vertically in
tha water, supported on stakes, and ex-
tending 1t may be three, four or ive hun-
dred feet out from the pound net. Fish
ranging the coast and striking these leads
follow them along seeking a way through,
to bring up finally in the pound.

Fut the seahorss, one of tha most
striking of all sea creatures, with a head
and bhody that bear a striking resem-
blance to the head and neck of a horse,
and & tapering and prehensile tall, does
not go with the big fishes into the pound.
When n wave rolls In from the sea the
seahorses, If they are near it, wrap their
clinging tall around a strand of the lead
net wnd hang on. In gathering seahorses
under such conditions the collector f {0 ]
along the lead In & small bhoat, lifting
the net up from the water and plcking
off such seahorses a8 he may find. In
this manner this big drove of seahorses
lately arrived at the Aquarium was
gathered,

At Atlantle City visltors buy seahorses

but the scahorse cannot be kept alive for
any great length of time except In elreu-
Isting tanks In which there is a con-
stant Inflow of new water with Its oxy-
gen content as the old water flows out.

The seahorse is found Along the Atlan-
tla coast from Mussachusetts to South
Carolina, On this coast It grows to be
six or seven Inches In length, but on the
Pacifio coast it attaine a length of twelve
inches. Seahorses have often been takem
#. the waters of New York bay and of
the Hudson River; herealout they have
this year been more plentifal than in pre-
vious recent seasons.

Beating the “Gun Toters.”

#'rom the Macon Telegraph,
The Clarke county Grand Jury recom-
mends that the Georgia Legislature forbid
the manufacture or sale of plstols with

othing could be so effective & mean
of preventiug the carrying o?‘mncuno;

|  BROOKLYN ADVERTISEMENTS,

| BROOKLYN ADVERTISEMENTS.

BROOELYN ADVERTIAEWENTS,
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Manufacturers

Whelesale and Retail Warerooms: STERLING BUILDING,
518-520 Fulten Street, Corner of Hanover Place, Brooklyn.
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People of New Zealand Will
Be the First to Give
Greeting.

COMPLEX CALENDAR PLAN

Person

variously celebrated, but how
many people know of tfhe man-
ner in which that momentous date is
set? Do vou realize that the new year
1s really hours old before the great bulk
of the civilized world i# able to cele-
brate lts arrival?

Priority in rejoicing over the event
{s actually given to the untutored in-
habitants of the islands of the South
I'acific. The first of the civilized world
that will greet 1913 will be the people
of far away New Zealand, Sweep-
ing westward, the change of date
crosses Asia and then the Old World
of Europe and Africa before starting
over the Atlantic to America. ®hward
it speeds at therate of a thousand mliles

vear dies away Iin the middle of the
Pacific,

In the United States the idea of
announcing broadcast over the land
the birth of the new vyear originated
with the officers in charge of the Naval
Observatory In Washington, Ten years
ago It was sngested thmt the tele-
graph companies despatch at midnight
from Washington a serles of slgnals pro-
clalming the exact moment of the new
vear's beginning. The ldea was taken

night and at 1, 2 and 38 o‘clock In the
morning following in order that each
great time divislon of the United
Rtater should receive lta own appro-
printe midnight slggal from the capital
The practice has now hecome fixed.
The signals used are akin to those sent
out each midday, These begin five min-
uten before the midnight hour by way
of warning, angd cover each second of
the clack except the twentyv-ninth, the
last five of each of the first four min-
uter, and the last ten of the final min-
ute.  After this last long break there
i= a single prolonged contact, the he-
ginning of which announces the exact
instant of the arrival of the new year.
Rince the beginning of this kervice
other telegraph and most of the cable
companies have lent thelr conperation,
and rignals are now sent covering hoth
North and Routh Ameriea, all our eolo-
nial possessions, Australin, Japan and
the principal nations of Furope. Rome
idea of the speed with which these New
Year's greetings are flashed from Wash-
ington ta distant points can he gathered
from the fact that it takes lexa than 0.4
of a second to reach the Manlla Obaerva-
tory; 0.5 of a second to reach Lick Ob-
servatory, California: 225 seconds to
cover the distance hetween Washington
and the coast survey station in Alaska
~—this includes relaving, and 4 seconds
to let the Wellington Observatory in
New Zealand know that the new year
has reached ua after the celebration
there has been hours old.

Quite apart from sending greetings
thus to the four cornera of the globe
the New Year time service has hrought
a keener appreciation of the value of a
common standard. In Furope at the
present time the traveller has still to
reckon with different stwndards. In
fact the condition over there s very
much llke what it was here until the
United Btates was cut up into its pres-
ent time divisions.

As hag been sald, the day is bhorn in
the middle of the Pacific Ocean, and
perhaps you want to know why the
180th meridian from Greenwich, Eng-
land, was chosen to be the birthplace
for the clvil and the astronomical day,
The answer In: “To avold or to lessen
the chance of Internatlonal compliea-
tlons over the question of the day of
the week."

Weapons, \

Time, an man knowse It in various re-

mote parts of the globe was originally
| carried there by the early navigators,
| and varlances of date followed, depend-
| ing upon whether the seafarers arrived

| there from the east or from the west.
| If you take an atlas you will find the
iinlernathmal date line to be {rregular.

|1t zlgzags east and west of the true
: 180th meridian, and this records the sur-
{ viving Influence of those anclent sailors,
‘1t also shows how tenaclously some
' European nations, because of thelr long
gone ploneers of the sea, =tlll hold to
their owna meridians for the determin-
(Ing of their midnight or thelr noon,
The use of the meridian of Ferro,
| passing near the largest of the Canary
 Islande, was adopted by Plolemy in
| the second century of the Christlan
lera because those jglands were then
| the westernmost land known and that
imaginary line divided the eastern and
the western hemispheres of that period.
The meridian of Ferro is something
over seventeen degrees west of Green-
'wich, anfl on that account makes a
difference of more than an hour from
the English standard. In the days of
the early navigators and even down
to the seventeenth century this merid-
lan of Ferro was generally used. In
1634 the zero meridian was placed at
*aris and the Greenwich prime merid-
fan followed several yvears afterward.

fusion,
When the Portuguese set out upon

Here was the beginning of the con-l

A,

Next Sunday, January 5, we expect
to make a very unusual announce-

It will be important enough to inter-
r est the public generally and especially
those who are interested in music.

As the announcement will be very
much out of the ordinary and of a
nature unlikely to occur again we
particularly ask you to look for it in
next Sunday’s papers.

The Sterling Piano Co.

=
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with the markings of his clock, pos.
®ibly set weeks or months before at his
last home port, Bailing by wuncertain
winds, through waters swept by in-.
sidious  currents and travelling for
month after month, it {s a marvel that
the dates were not even more mistaken
then,

But these are not the only curions
things about timekeeping. Even now
we have three ways of reckoning our
‘da,\'l. We have an aetronomical dav, a
civil day and a nautical day. The civil
day is born at midnight; the nauticual
day ends at noon of that eivil day, and
the astronomical day begins at noon of
the civil day, The publle need not
bother about the astronomical day, bLiue
the nautical one figures importantly
in seafaring life and had much 1o do
with the dates given by the old navi-
gators,

It is thus plain that any single dat»
may in this way be a part of two dis-
tinct days, provided we are reckoning
with the nautical and the civil dayvs of
a glven name or monthly number. 1f
we Include astronomical reckoning one
day may be partly In three days. Take
for example Wednesday, the 1st of
January, 1913, By astronomical and
nautical reckonings one-half of this
date In each case is on Wednesday. The *
{first half of the 1st of January by the
inautical division 18 In Tuesday, the 31st
of December, while the second half of
{the first day of the new year, agrecably

an hour until the first day of the new

up and signals were sent out at mid- |

thelr vovage of discovery they salled !0 the astronomical day, is In Thursdav,
to the eastward by golng down and the 2d of January, by civil ti.ae. This
{around the southern end of Africa.|l!8 rather puzzling, isn't it?

| When they reached the Philippines they Because of all of this confusion It was
{ ealled them the Tslands of the Orient. |Proposed back In 1884 at an interna-
rWhen the Spanlards arrived there, hav- tlonal conference composed of repre-

. Ing sailed In the opposite direction and  ®entatives from twenty-five other coun- *
around the lower end of South Amer- [tries and held In Washington to abolish

fca, they called the Philippines the both the astronomilcal and nautical davs
Islands of the West, iand to substitute in their stead the clvi)
; These ploneer clrcumnavigators It was fur-

did (day beginning at midnight,

'not reallze the need of altering lhpirlthfr proposed that the meridian of
dates on crossing the 180th meridian: !ﬂrﬂ'nwlch should be universally ac-
so It came to pass that Hongkong and cepted as the prime meridian.

Manila until 18435 ealled the same dav| The Governments of all but three of
| 8aturday and Sanday. The last day of the countrles expressed approval: two
| December, 1844, was omitted by com- |of these remained sllent, and we receded
{ mon consent on the part of these two | from our own proposol. The reason for
| eities and the 31gt of Devember became | our refusal quite llkely lay In the fact
tha first day of January, 1845, that the “Nautical Almanac” and th:
| For reasons of state the Phillppines |*American Ephemeris” are supposed to
up to that time had carried an eaal-!be published three years in advance of
il'rl,\' date because thelr Portuguese die- {thelr date: the abolition of the nauticn!
| eoverers had reached them from that and the astronomical day would have
| directlon. A similar condition existed |upset the extensive calculations Involsed
'here upon our own continent unt!l we |in this work. The late Prof. Simon
jaequired  Alaska, The Russlan  ex- | Newcomb was then the director of the
| plorers of Alaska, reaching there from |“Nautical Almanac.” With all his genius
‘the west, carried with them western | that remarkable man could not view the

i time, while our own people approached

that sfde of the continent from the
| east, hringing the slower or delayed
jdate, In other words we were running
laway from the sun, which marked the
birth of each day. For a great many
| vears the islands of the Pacific had a
! variety of dates, though often separated
'but a short dlstance, thelr original
'fnralun colonlsts helng responsible for
this confuslon.

Why the date changes upon passing
the 118th meridlan is not ordinarily
understood by the layman any more
than the need of it was realized by the
early seafarer. Travelling west the day
changes a8 goon as that meridian ia
past, while coming east the old day
remains, L.t us understand this,

The earth turns to the eastward at
[the rate of a thousand miles an hour,
broadly stated. A ship travelling toward
the east gones through space at a speed
of a thousand miles an hour plus fits
own velocity, An ocean liner speeding
along at twenty knots an hour covers
480 knots a day, and when she has
thus run a thousand miles eastward she
will have overreached the local time of
her position by one full hour. If she
| were running to the westward the con-
| dition would be reversed.

Upgn reaching the 118th meridian,
no matter what time of the day the
clock may mark or how much of that
day be apparently spent—Ilet us assume
she Is twelve hours ahead of local time
~—then the vessel's log will actually con-
tinue the day twelve hours more. This
will make that day one of thirty-siz
hours in order to give local time a
chance to catch up, sd to speak. In
this way there may be two holidays,
two Bundays or two days of any date
In succession, one of them being as long
only as the ship's time has overrun
the local time. Again, this state of
affairs is reversed when the ship is
travelling toward the west.

The early navigators did not take
this fact into consideration. Kach ot
them went on his way quite satisfied

|state of humanity.

project from an International stand-
| point, His idea of the proposition he
L expressed in this manner:

“A capital plan for use during the
millennium. Too perfect for the present
See no more reason
for consldering Europe in this matter
than for ¢ neidering the Inhablitants of
the planet Mars."

Prof. Newcomb did not foreses the
coming of wirelesa telegraphy, and tle
day of the proposed universal standard
i= well nigh here because of the ever
widening reach of this means of distant
communication. ;

People who take but little notice of
the minutes, and all too often even the
hours, cannot appreclate the exqulsite
exactness with which the Government
tries io mark the passing of each seconil
of time. The clocks In the Naval Oh
servatory are marvels of accuracy, and
na pains are spared to keep them =o the
year through.

The standard timeplece employed is &
Kesseln clock of wonderful workman-
ship and susceptible of extremely dell-
cate adjustment. This clock marks
mean time, which Is the division of the
day into hours, minutes and seconds em-
ployed for the ordinary functions of life.
The regulation of thic clock Is s0 ex-
quisite that its dally “rate,” that Is, gain
or loss, has been reduced to a constant
value of varlation which is well nigh
zero. !

This timeplece cannot he connected
eleotrically for chronometric service, so
it ls compared daily by means or a
sidereal sounder and checked by the co-
incidence of its beats with the latter,
As the beats of the Kessels clock are
wholly inaudible to the unalded ear, a
microphone is used which maznifies
the otherwise noiseless bect.

Remember some of these thi=gs
when the present year dies and the
new one s born and realize how much
closer the world wiil be bound by &
common impuise desplte the babel of
tongues when wireless unites all lands
by a single standard,

’



